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except in accordance with the prescription and norm of that Word.
This we conclude from the following facts: the Apostles were not
permitted anything more than what the prophets previously
had possessed, namely the power to expound the ancient Scrip-
tures, and to show that the things there handed down were ful-
filled in Christ; and to do this only at the command of the Lord,
that is, with the Spirit of God guiding them and in a certain
manner dictating the words. For Christ defined their commis-
sion in these terms, when He commanded that they should go and
teach, not what they had themselves invented at random, but
what He had Himself enjoined upon them. And nothing could
have been said more plainly than what He says elsewhere
(Matthew xxiii. 8): "but be not ye called Rabbi; for one is your
master, Christ". . . . And because as a result of their immaturity
they were not able to take in what they had heard and learned
from the lips of their Master, the Spirit of truth was promised to
them, by whom they would be directed into the true understand-
ing of all things (John xiv. 26, xvi. 13). ... Therefore Peter, very
well taught by his Master how much he was permitted to do,
regards nothing more as being left to him or to others, than to
dispense the teaching transmitted by God (i Peter iv. 11).'1 This
is only the full statement of what he is always urging in favour of
the Reformed Church and against the Roman Church; in fact,
the main burden of his charges against the latter is that it con-
travenes the principles laid down above, by not teaching the
Scriptural doctrines and by adding doctrines of its own.2
We are to enter the Church and take part in its life, and we are
to obey its teaching; but all the power and authority which it
possesses is wholly derivative. 'Whatever authority and dignity
the Spirit in the Scriptures gives to priests, prophets, apostles, or
the successors of apostles, he gives it in its entirety, properly
speaking, not to the men themselves, but to the ministry com-
mitted to them; or, to speak more plainly, to the Word of God,
the ministry of which is entrusted to them. If we go through all
of these classes in order, we shall not discover that they are en-
dowed with any authority to teach or answer questions, except in
the name and Word of God.'3 The whole spiritual authority of
the Church, and it has no other,4 is, in other words, derived
from the Word of God and has no other independent validity
1 II, 850, 851 (Inst., IV, viii, 8, 9).
2 vide II, 852 sqq. in particular (Inst., IV, viii? I o sqq.)-
3 IIy 847 (Inst., IV, viii, 2).                                     * II, 846 (Inst.t IV, viii, i).